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The Special Town Meeting held in and for the Town of Swansea, MA on Monday, June 15, 2020, was held in 

accordance with the General Laws of Massachusetts and the By-Laws of the Town of Swansea, with the rules 

of the meeting further governed by Town Meeting Time and Robert's Rules of Order, the Warrant and the 

Advisory & Finance Board recommendations duly posted, a quorum present, and all procedural requirements 

being met. 

 

7:00 PM 

Town Moderator Paul Burke called the Special Town Meeting to order at the Venus deMilo Restaurant, 75 

G.A.R. Highway, with a quorum being present. At the opening of the meeting, there were 135 voters present. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to waive the reading of the warrant. - Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

Mr. Burke announced the ballot counters: Susan Hajder, Anita McGee, Michael Donais and Nicole Cantin. 

 

Mr. Burke announced the guests: James Purcell (Acting Town Administrator), Atty. John Farrissey (Atty. for 

Article 25), Luce Cabral (Cable Access), Jordan Remy (BOS Office), Randi Arruda-Liz White-John Robidoux 

(School Dept), Police Chief George Arruda-Michael Mulhern (Swansea PD), William Anderson (Swansea 

Highway Dept), Tracy Jo Anderson (Town Accountant), John Hansen (Town Planner), Jeff Wagner (FR Herald 

News) and Atty. Anthony Savastano (Town Counsel). 

 

Mr. Burke announced the Assistant Town Moderators:  Carl Sawejko, 447 Bark Street (Room 2) and Jeffrey 

Begin, 120 Old Fall River Rd (Room 3).  At this point, both rooms are not occupied. 

 

Mr. Burke thanked everyone for their efforts in putting tonight's meeting together; COVID-19 Task Force, 

EMS, Police, Fire, Highway Dept, volunteers and the Town Clerk and her staff; also, Monte Ferris and his staff 

at the Venus deMilo for providing this facility at no charge.  Mr. Burke also thanked the voters for their 

attendance, their patience and cooperation during the check-in process and for following the safety procedures 

put into place. This meeting was a unanimous vote of the Board of Selectmen, and along with the support of the 

COVID-19 Task Force, the Town Moderator and the Town Clerk to carry this meeting forward in order to 

conduct the Town's business. 

 

Mr. Burke stated it was important to note that although the Governor put restrictions on large gatherings, 

legislative bodies were exempt, which is what the Town is.  Mr. Burke asked that everyone attending adhere to 

the policies and procedures put into place to keep everyone safe this evening. Chairs were not to be moved and 

everyone is keep their masks on.  After the Annual Meeting, the Police Officers will release everyone row by 

row.  Mr. Burke explained the procedure for this evening's meeting. 

 

ARTICLE 1 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $3,500 to meet the expense of  

                                      performing boulder/ledge probes at Vinnicum Cemetery, and that said sum be   

                                      transferred from certified free cash. 

 

   A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

    -Motion carried Unanimously. 
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ARTICLE 2 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $8,000 to meet the expense of 

performing extraordinary tree maintenance and removal services for the Swansea 

Park Department, and that said sum be transferred from certified free cash. 

  

   A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

    -Motion carried Unanimously. 

  

ARTICLE 3 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $11,675 to meet the expense of 

replacing Network Security Firewall equipment and services at the Town Hall, 

Fire Department, Council on Aging, Highway Department, and the Town Hall 

Annex, and that said sum be transferred from certified free cash. 

 

   A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

    -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 4 VOTED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $65,000 to meet the additional 

expense of Fiscal Year 2020 Solid Waste Enterprise Fund and that said sum be 

transferred from the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Retained Earnings account. 

 

   A&F Committee recommended approval by a vote of 11 in Favor, 1-Opposed. 

 

    -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

ARTICLE 5 VOTED: That the Town vote, pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, 

Section 21, to place on the official ballot for the 2021 annual election the 

following question: 

   

“Shall the town vote to have its selectmen act as the sewer commissioners?” 

 

A&F Committee recommended approval by a Unanimous Vote. 

 

    -Motion carried Unanimously. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the Special Town Meeting at 7:10 PM.  

 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       Diane Pelland 

       Town Clerk 

 


